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OCT 29 1947 
Protestants and Communit 


ROTESTANTISM is the custodian, in our modern 


world, of the principle of Christian individuality. 

The question inevitably ariseS’ whether it has had 
an equal insight into the principle of Christian com- 
munity, which we now see to be equally basic and which 
calls for a strong emphasis on the church and on the 
unity of the church. Part of our answer would have to 
be an admission that most Protestants are not as con- 
scious as they should be of the importance of the 
church, its corporate life and its oneness. At this 
point Catholics have been in a stronger position. But 
there is one respect in which Protestantism makes a 
contribution of indispensable value to the understand- 
ing of the church, viz., that it always thinks of the 
church as a body of people, whereas Catholicism tends 
to think of the church more in terms of an institutional 
structure. qProtestants of every name can 
rejoice that today they are entering into a deeper ex- 
perience of unity with one another and expressing that 
unity in effective ways. They are doing so on a na- 
tional scale in the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. And in 1948 they are to meet in the 
first Assembly of the World Council of Churches, with 
representatives of 120 different denominations—drawn 
from every family of the Reformation and also from the 
Eastern Orthodox group—in 38 different countries of 
the globe. Protestantism is discovering that liberty 
and unity can go hand in hand.—SAMUEL McCREA 
CAVERT, in Our Protestant Heritage. 


REFORMATION DAY—NOVEMBER 2, 1947 











Letters to the Editors 





Mr. Faulkner Again Raises Some Questions 





Asks for Proof 


To the Editors: 
. . Referring to your editorial of Oc- 
tober 13, in which it is charged: 

“Men and women of fascist sympathies, 
some on the payroll of Nazi Germany, did 
originate many of the charges which have 
been circulated against the Federal Coun- 
ceil, and which have been quoted on the 
floor of the General Assembly.” 

I challenge you to cite one instance to 
prove this statement. (1). 

I challenge you to cite one objective of 
those who are in favor of withdrawing 
from the Federal Council that has the ap- 
proval of the American Communists. (2). 

I challenge you to successfully deny the 
fact that on the basis of actual state and 
federal investigations, authentic index 
from governmental files, many of the 
prominent leaders of the Federal Coun- 
cil, including past presidents, have been 
listed as individuals connected with one 
or more of the Communist front organi- 
zations. (3). 

L. E. FAULKNER. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—We are glad to 
comply with Mr. Faulkner’s requests: (1) 
At the Knoxville Assembly in 1942 the op- 
position to the Federal Council was hu- 
miliated by the revelation that charges 
against the Council which were there be- 
ing presented were being read from a pub- 
lication of “Silver Shirts” Pelley who was 
at that time under indictment for sedi- 
tion at the hands of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Pelley was convicted and is now 
serving time. Mrs. Dilling and Col. Sanc- 
tuary have been quoted time and again, 
sometimes directly and sometimes indi- 
rectly. (2) The only objective held in 
common by those favoring withdrawal 
from the Council and the Communists is 
this: Destruction of the Federal Council, 
(3) To claim or even to infer that an or- 
ganization like the Federal Council is 
suspect because some of its officers or 
members were once members of an or- 
ganization, some of whose members were 
once members of another organizat\on, 
some of whose members were regarded by 
some people as reds or pinks, is to follow 
the thoroughly discredited and often ex- 
posed method of the now notorious Mrs. 
Dilling and her preposterous “Red Net- 
work.” 


Dr. Alexander’s Statement 


To the Editors: 

In my article entitled, “Forces Attack- 
ing the Council,” which appeared in THE 
OUTLOOK of September 29, I inadver- 
tently created a wrong impression for 
which I am truly sorry. In referring to 
four groups which are opposing the Fed- 
eral Council — did not suggest and do 
not mean to imply that all opponents of 
the Council fall into one of those groups. 
Of course that is not true. There are 
those who belong to no group but who 
oppose some action of the Council as the 
result of their own personal judgment. I 
recognize them to be as sincere in their 
position as I try to be in my own, 

I am pleased to learn of an increasing 
desire on the part of some in our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church who oppose 
the Council to repudiate the gratuitous 
interference of The Chrstian Beacon. This 
question can be settled in our own church 
in our own way without this intruding 


into our affairs by this outside journal 
of division and of schism. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Dr. Robinson, Dr. Caldwell 


To the Editors: 

Please accept my thanks for your kind- 
ness in carrying my reply to Dr. Caild- 
well (Oct. 13). I have also read his re- 
ply with interest. 

There is one item that has come to my 
attention since writing my reply which 
I would like to call to your attention and 
to the attention of Dr. Caldwell, and if 
you permit, to the attention of your 
readers. 

In the article of September 15 Dr. 
Caldwell quotes Plan of Union, Chapter 2, 
par. 2, as including in it the phrase “en- 
forcing His own laws.” I assumed that 
Dr. Caldwell had correctly quoted the 
Plan of Union and did not check up on 
hig article in my reply. 

Since that time, however, I have checked 
up and find that this phrase is not in 
the Plan of Union for 1947. I assume that 
Dr. Caldwell inadvertently quoted in his 
article from the Plan of 1943. I am con- 
fident that he will wish the error cor- 
rected either by your publishing of some 
part of this letter or by some other man- 
ner of his devising. 

In my opinion the omission of the 
phrase “and enforcing His own laws” is 
also stunningly significant. It seems to 
me to show that my interpretation of the 
addition of the word and was correct. 
According to our Book Christ rules the 
Church through his Word and Spirit by 
the ministry of men, thus enforcing his 
own laws. According to the Plan, Christ 
is said to rule the church by his Word and 
Spirit and by the ministry of men and 
nothing is said of his enforcing his own 
laws. The authority of Christ is thus 
claimed for the ministry of men even 
though they are not enforcing his laws. 

WM. C. ROBINSON. 
Decatur, Ga. 


To the Editors: 

In reply to the copy of Dr. Wm. Childs 
Robinson's letter of October 9th to you, 
I wish to say that Dr. Robinson is en- 
tirely accurate in his assumption that 
in including in my article of Sept. 15 the 
phrase “enforcing His own laws,” I in- 
advertently quoted from the 1943 version 
of The Plan rather than from the 1947 
version in which this language is not in- 
cluded. 

On the basis that if “Christ rules the 
church” certainly he would do so in terms 
of the enforcing of his own laws, I would 
disagree again with Dr. Robinson’s inter- 
pretation that the omission of this lan- 
guage from the 1947 Plan makes valid 
his interpretation of the significance of 
the conjunction “and” which has been dis- 
cussed at some length in our respective 
articles to you. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Check Appeals From Germany 


To the Editors: 

Recently one of the executives of 
Church World Service received at his 
home address a begging letter from a des- 
titute family in Germany. The follow- 
ing day, his pastor asked his advice about 
a letter he had received seeking help. 


Comparison showed that the writer was 
the same person who apparently had got- 
ten hold of some list or directory of 
clergymen. . 

The implications of this incident are 
clear. The writer may have addressed any 
number of ministers with his heart-rend. 
ing appeal. If only five or ten should re- 
spond with a CARE package or other 
shipment as asked, that one family would 
be advantaged out of all proportion, or 
might indeed be well stocked for black 
market operations. 

This is why the able and devoted ad- 
ministrators of the Evangelische Hilfs- 
werk, the cooperative relief agency of the 
German Protestant churches, urge that 
such random requests be referred to them 
for investigation. They endeavor to dis- 
tribute all available food, clothing, and 
other relief supplies in the most equitable 
way possible and on the basis of relative 
need. Indiscriminate response to begging 
letters is unsound social practice and not 
the best way to render Christian helpful- 
ness. 

Church World Service will be glad to 
handle any such letters that may be for- 
worded to it (214 E. 21 St., New York 10, 
N. Y.). Meanwhile, recipients are urged 
to send all they can in money, clothing, 
or other goods to their own church cam- 
paigns, and if they choose to acknowledge 
letters, indicate to the writers the way 
in which they are giving, and assuring 
them that they will receive their full share 
through church distributions. 

ROBBINS W. BARSTOW, 
Executive Associate. 
Church World Service, 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Voice for Family Farmers 
To the Editors: 

Your issue of October 13 carries on 
page four mention of the meeting at Char- 
lotte in September of the Catholic Commit- 
tee of the South. In the RNS report, I 
was credited with stating that Southern 
farm organizations now are limited to 
large-scale landowning farmers. 

My remarks were confined to a panel 
discussion without manuscript but I do 
not think that I accused Southern farm 
organizations of refusing to take non- 
landowning farmers as members. Actually, 
they include a great many tenants and 
some sharecroppers, as well as many own- 
ers of small farms. My hope would be 
that increasingly the voice of family farm- 
ers, whatever their status, would be heard 
from the major farm organizations. 

These organizations do a great deal for 
Southern agriculture; it is to be regretted 
that they do little for the less advantaged 
Southern farmers. 

GEORGE S. MITCHELL, 
Executive Director. 
Southern Regional Council, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Premillenarian for Council 
To the Editors: 

Being a “Premil,’ [ would be exceed- 
ingly ashamed for the Lord to come and 
find the Presbyterian Church, US, isola- 
tionist. We should work shoulder-to- 
shoulder with our brethren of all denomi- 
nations through the Federal Council. We 
should enter the union with the Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA. Doesn’t the “old-time 
religion make us love everybody,” or does 
it make us narrow, skeptical, and deeply 
prejudiced towards our brethren? 

LEWIS L. WILKINS. 
Rocksprings, Texas. 


More Letters p. 12 
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Fla. Synod Supports 
Now-Forming State 


Council of Churches 


Overtures Thornwell Orphanage 
To Consider Change in Admissions 


Florida Presbyterians at the meeting 
of their synod at the First church, 
Tampa, did what other synods have been 
doing in pledging full support of the 
big programs now challenging the 
church. In addition, they took some 
out-of-the-ordinary steps. 

For one thing, the synod supported 
51-24 the formation of a Florida Coun- 
cil of Churches, even though opponents 
called the move ‘‘a subtle entrance of 
the Federal Council.’’ It overtured. the 
trustees of Thornwell Orphanage by a 
vote of 44-42 to consider changing the 
orphanage rule prohibiting acceptance 
of illegitimate children. Then, when 
the synod adopted the report of the 
Presbyterian Educational Association of 
the South it was pointed out that this 
included a resolution which the Asso- 
ciation adopted last sumer condemning 
universal military training. So that re 
port was received as information. 

The synod gave President J. Rupert 
McGregor, of Montreat, a unanimous 
vote of confidence. It heard that about 
$70,000 had been pledged or paid on 
the campaign for $150,000 for student 
houses at the University of Florida and 
at Florida State University, and it called 
for renewed efforts to complete the cam- 
paign by next February 18. 

Enthusiastic reports came to the 
synod from the recent visitation evan- 
gelism program in the Greater Miami 
area when more than 600 members were 
added to the churches in a five-day cam- 
paign. Florida’s church membership 
gain shows nine per cent, compared with 
the Assembly’s three per cent. 

Roy LeCraw, James L. Fowle and 
others stressed the opportunities of the 
Program of Progress and were warmly 
received. 

Stephen T. Harvin, the retiring mod- 
erator, was elected stated clerk, succeed- 
Ing A. R. Larrick, resigned, and M. A. 
DuRant, Marianna pastor, was elected 
the new moderator. Next year synod 
ls to meet in Ocala, October 12. 


Potomac Favors Union, 23-7 


Potomac Presbytery at its fall meet- 
ing voted 23-7 to overture the General 





FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE, 32-8 





AGAINST 
Congaree, 17-8 
Knoxville, 30-13 


FOR 
Transylvania, 20-1 
Brazos, unanimous 


Paris, 19-14 Potosi, 12-3 
Bethel, 23-20 Texas-Mexican, 23-1 
Holston, 27-17 Lafayette, 13-5 


Pee Dee, 23-22 
Mississippi, 18-8 
Tuscaloosa, 28-10 


Lexington, 29-1 
El Paso 
Central Texas 
Dallas, 31-12 
Abingdon, 24-21 
Greenbrier, unanimous 
Missouri, 16-6 
Birmingham, 27-11 
Indian 
Western Texas, 58-8 
Upper Missouri 
N & SC, unanimous 
Albemarle, 27-4 
Roanoke, 37-11 
Savannah, 18-9 
Athens, 15-6 
North Miss., 12-7 
Durant, 13-1 
Charleston, 18-8 
Washburn, 9-1 
Kanawha, 45-5 
Suwannee, 38-7 
Nashville, 25-13 
E. Hanover, about 70-3 
Lexington-Ebenezer, 
unanimous 
Cherokee, 18-7 
Columbia, 17-7 
(Synod of Okla., 
1 negative vote) 





Assembly “‘to effect, as soon as possibls, 
organic union with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, along the lines recom- 
mended in the Plan of Union.” Four 
hours discussion preceded this vote. 
Federal Council membership will be 
voted on at the winter meeting. 





COPYRIGHT NOTICE TO 
OTHER PUBLISHERS 


This notice is to call to the at- 
tention of publishers of other pa- 
pers, magazines, etc., that THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is 
protected by U. S. copyright pro- 
visions. This has been in effect 
since and including the issue of 
September 29, 1947. No material 
may be reproduced without the 
usual permissions. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
403 E. Franklin S&t., 
Richmond 19, Va. 











Closer Cooperation 
Being Studied by 
Tennessee Churches 


Synod Initiates Movement 


Looking Toward State Council 


At the recent meeting of the Synod 
of Tennessee in Shelbyville, steps were 
taken to initiate efforts looking toward 
the establishment of a council of 
churches to include all Protestant de- 
nominations in the state. The synod 
appointed a committee to explore the 
possibilities of such a plan and to con- 
fer with similar committees from the 
other denominations. 


J. G. Patton, Jr., presented the Pro- 
gram of Progress with such vigor that 
not only was the assigned quota ac- 
cepted, but a good many extra thousands 
were added for work in Tennessee. 
Approximately half a million dollars 
will be the goal for benevolences this 
year. 


The meeting was the first of the new 
streamlined sessions under the synod’s 
revised schedule. Members were en- 
thusiastic about it. W. A. Benfield, Jr., 
of Louisville Seminary, spoke on “In- 
teresting the Uninterested’”’; Laurence 
F. Kinney, of Southwestern, talked on 
‘“‘When the World Goes to Pieces,” and 
John H. Marion, Jr., director of Chris- 
tian Relations for the General Assem- 
bly talked on—Christian relations! All 
three addresses, by order of the synod, 
are being printed for distribution. 


Dr. Marion made the newspapers with 
his address, warning against the “‘temp- 
tation to religious isolationism.” Peo- 
ple of the same fundamental democratic 
loyalties and Christian attitudes, he 
said, need to stand together against all 
opposing forces in these times. 


C. Darby Fulton, of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Committee, said this is the time 
of all times to press the advantages of 
Christianity abroad. “The great issues 
of the world today may be settled in 
China,” he asserted. “If China goes 
Communist, Japan will be our last 
stronghold in the East and Japan’s re- 
sources are so depleted they will be of 
little use for years to come.” Synod 
felt the sense of urgency in the face 
of a world crisis and seemed eager to 
advance along all lines. 


J. L. Perry, Lewisburg pastor, suc- 
ceeded W. L. McColgan as moderator. 
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New Jersey Council Helps 
Churchmen Size-Up Candidates 


Citizens of New Jersey are facing the 
issue of what kind of men they will 
elect to their 1948 Legislature. They 
are particularly concerned about the 
question because several matters are in 
acute stages. Recently the state coun- 
cil of churches mailed a questionnaire 
to all candidates for office asking how 
these men would vote in the Legisla- 
ture in case resolutions were introduced 
(1) allowing gambling by bingo playing 
for the benefit of churches, charitable 
institutions, lodges and/cr veterans’ 
organizations; (2) calling for: referen- 
dum on the question of amen. ing the 
State Constitution to prohibit ail forms 
of gambling, including pari-mutuel bet- 
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ting at horse races; (3) calling for a 
referendum on the question of amend- 
ing the State Constitution to prohibit 
the use of public school monies or other 
public funds for the direct or contribu- 
ltcry support of religious or sectarian 
sci.ools, including the cost of transport- 
ing children to and from such schools. 

Tabulated replies, the council said, 
would be made available to the people 
of the staie, 

Then the storm began. Politicians 
rose in righ.2:0us indignation. The 
secretary of the Democratic party wrote 
a letter for 13 of his candidates in terms 
of “agitating religious bigotry’; ‘‘the 
inviolate principle of separation of 
church and state’’; ‘‘astounding effront- 
ery,” and so on. He said, “There is 
respected opinion that gau.bling, of it- 





Faith and Optimism 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





UTURE GENERATIONS may well 
look upon our own age with some 
degree of pity. Our lot has not 
been cast in pleasant places. Having 
survived a decade of and tears 
in which a terrible 


blood 


tyranny was de- 
feated, we discover 
that none of the 
hopes which sup- 


the 
days of our adver- 


ported us in 


sity, have been ful- 
filled. 

We 
stable and peaceful 
world organization; 
but we live in a constant state of alarm 
about the possibility of future conflict. 
We hoped that the defeat of Nazism 





; hoped for a 
Dr. Niebuhr 


would remove the final threat of evil 
from us; and we find that new evils 
arise out of the mutual fears of two 
great new centers of power in the 


modern world. 

As the hopes of recent years give way 
to our new apprehensions, the tempta- 
tion arises to equate religious faith with 
optimism. 

Religious leaders are called upon to 
give men confidence that our civilization 
will not perish, that there will not be 
another war, or that the world will not 
be engulfed in either anarchy or tyr- 
anny. This temptation is natural 
enough but it must be resisted. Re- 
ligious faith has nothing to do with 
weighing the probabilities of either suc- 
cess or failure. 

We have no right in the name of God 
to assure men that they will have peace 
or that they are secure against atomic 
destruction. Not a single modern na- 
tion has really learned enough from the 
tragic lessons of the war to do the 
things that belong to our peace. 

It is therefore wrong in the name of 
religious faith to obscure the perils in 
which we stand, more particularly since 


a sense of the urgency of our situation 
might possikly persuade us to mend our 
ways. The prophet Jeremiah had a 
simple criterion fcr distinguishing a 
false from a true pruphet. The false 
prophet was the one who assured those 
“‘who walked in the imagination of their 
own heart” that they would have ‘“‘as- 
sured peace in this place.’ 

Consider the relation of. our own na- 
tion to the world. We are living in un- 
dreamed of luxury, compared to the 
world’s poverty. The question is 
whether we can achieve the sense of re- 
sponsibility toward a needy world with- 
out which Europe and Asia cannot be 
saved from chaos. 

Difficult as it is for people, particu- 
larly young people, to bear the insecuri- 
ties of our day, it is better to bear them 
and be aroused by them to our sense 
of responsibility than to be lulled to 
sleep by a false sense of security. 

Furthermore, America is greatly 
tempted to spiritual pride. It falsely 
imagines that its favored position is due 
to some special virtues which other na- 
tions do not possess, This national 
pride is a great hazird to our success 
in helping the world achieve a new 
health, 

It is better for us to recognize tha‘ 
our nation tends to ‘‘walk in the imagi- 
nation of its own heart” than for a false 
religious optimism to support us in that 
pride. 

Religious fait: does not guarantee 
the peace of nations, especially not :f 
they fail to meet their ever-enlarging 
responsibilities. Religious faith must, 
rather, lay hold upon the faithfulness 
of God and the stability of his moral 


order. That stability makes life mean- 
ingful; but it does not make nations 
secure. On the contrary it dispels all 


false securities—(Copyright 1947 by 
RNS.) 

self, is not sinful but only becomes such 
by excesses producing immoral results 
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to self or family.’”’ For the 13, he de- 
clared firmly in favor of legalized bingo 
under state regulation for charitable, 
fraternal, veterans or religious organi- 
zations. As for pari-mutuel betting, he 
said they would “be responsive to the 
will of the people.’’ 

On tue other end of the line, the Re. 
publician party, with candidates from qa 
so-called ‘“‘Clean Government Assem- 
bly,’’ declared opposition to a bingo ref- 
erendum and in favor of amendments 
which would prohibit all gambling and 
use of state monies for religious schools, 
including bus transportation. 

But that was not all. A Republician 
senatorial candidate pointed to the dan- 
ger of such direct questioning as tend- 
ing ‘to promote interdenominational] 
controversies.’’ He refused to fill out 
the questionnaire. Then an Assembly 
candidate from the Democrats called the 
questions ‘‘an insult to the intelligence 
and a disgrace to the source from which 
they come.” 

Up came the State Council again to 
speak through its general secretary who 
expressed his concern to avoid any pos- 
sible tension between people of various 
churches. But, he said, ‘‘We also recog- 
nize and respect the right of anyone to 
disagree with the position we have 
taken. . . . We expect the same recog- 
nition and respect from all such per- 
sons.’’ 

Out of 160 questionnaires, 65 were 
returned, On bingo, 33 favored, 21 op- 
posed, 11 took an indefinite stand. On 
banning all gambling, 33 approved, 8 
opposed, 24 were undecided. On public 
funds for religious schools, 18 favored, 
11 were undecided. 


(Editorial, page 8.) 


Fundamentalists Make Plan to 
Rival Amsterdam Conference 


New York (RNS)—A fundamentalist 
conference will be held in Amsterdam, 
Holland, August 12-19, 1948, to or- 
ganize an “international council of 
Christian Churches. 

Announcement of the conference was 
made here by William H. Bordeaux, gen- 
eral secretary of the American Council 
of Christian Churches, fundamentalist 
group. An “international call’’ for the 
meeting was issued from the recent an- 
nual convention of the Council in De- 
troit. 

(fhe World Council of Churches, 
comprising 124 major communions 
threughout the world, is scheauiad to 
hold its first general assembly in Am- 
sterdam, Augusc 22-September 5, 1948.) 

In its call for the Amsterdam meet- 
ing the American Council of Christian 
Churches declared: 

“The purpose of such an assembly 
would be to adopt a name, to establish 
a doctrinal standard expressive of the 
common evangelical doctrines, and to 
set up a representative democratic body 
to give a constructive testimony for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to stand against 
the World Council of Churches.”’ 
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Church Union: A Fact in South India 


By F. M. POTTER* 


ADRAS, INDIA.—I am writing these lines while still 

under the spell of the most impressive church service 

I have ever attended in any country. The centuries 
of church history hold no parallel to the drama of Christian 
reunion which was enacted here on September 27. In this 
colorful Indian city I saw consummated after 28 years of 
patient, prayerful work, the union of three great Protestant 
churches to form the new Church of South India. 

The uniting churches need only be named to show how 
important this event was, not only to India but to all Chris- 
tendom. The new church is made up of the Anglicans 
of the South Indian dioceses of the Church of India, Burma 
and Ceylon, the South Indian districts of the Methodist 
Church (British), and the South India United Church. The 
last-named communion represented an earlier union of 
Presbyterian, Reformed, and Congregational bodies both 
British and American. The new church has 1,100,000 
members. 

A Mighty Chorus 

Six hundred persons crowded historic St. George’s Cathe- 
dral and in a temporary structure immediately adjoining 
nearly 2,000 more were assembled. The presiding bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. C. K. Jacob, an Indian Christian from Travan- 
core, gave the call to worship. Then the congregation rose 
and began to sing, “O God, our help in ages past, our hope 
for years to come.”’ For a moment the voices struggled 
to achieve unison, but soon the joy and triumph in all 





*Dr. Potter is a member of the India Committee of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America and was 
its official observer at the services in Madras. 
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LEADERS OF THE NEW INDIAN CHURCH—Here 
are the 15 bishops of the new Church of South India. 
Five are native Indians. Seven were formerly Angli- 
cans, three were Congregationalists, two Presbyterians 
and two Methodists. Left to right, first row: A. M. 
Hollis of Madras; A. B. Elliott of Dornakal; C. K. 
Jacob of Travancore; B. Joseph of Anantapur and 


Kurnool; P. Gurushanta of Mysore. Second row: Y. 


hearts joined in the swelling volume of harmony which 
alone could fittingly express our feelings. 

One of the most impressive parts of the service was the 
reading of the resolutions of the uniting churches. A rep- 
resentative of each in turn read the enabling act of his 
own denomination’s highest judiciary. Then he placed 
on the communion table signed copies of the ‘basis of 
union” and of the constitution of the Church of South 
India, together with statements signed by all those per- 
forming any ecclesiastical function in the united church, 
declaring their assent to these basic documents. The pre- 
siding bishop then formally inaugurated the new church 
with the following portentous words: 


‘Dearly beloved brethren: in obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Head of the church, who on the night of his 
passion prayed that his disciples might be one, and by au- 
thority of the governing bodies of the uniting churches, 
whose resolutions have been read in your hearing and laid 
in prayer before Almighty God, I do hereby declare that 
these three churches, namely, the Madras, Travancore and 
Cochin, Tinnevelly and Dornakal dioceses of the Church 
of India, Burma and Ceylon; the Madras, Madura,- Malabar, 
Jaffna, Ceylon, Kannada, Telegu and Travancore church 
councils of the South India United Church; and the Metho- 
dist Church in South India, comprising the Madras, Trichi- 
nopoly, Hyderabad and Mysore districts; are become one 
Church of South India, and that those bishops, presbyters, 
deacons and probationers who have assented to the basis 
of union and accepted the constitution of the Church of 
South India, and whose names are laid upon this holy table, 
are bishops, presbyters and deacons of this church, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.” 


dappah; G. T. Selwyn of Tinnevelly; A. H. Legg of 

South Travancore; G. S. Smith of Cochin and Malabar. 

Third row: J. E. L. Newbigin of Madura and Ramnad; 

F. Whittaker of Medek; S. Kulendran of Jaffna; E. B. 

Thorpe of Trichy and Tanjore. Fifteenth bishop is 

Pakenham Walsh, standing in doorway. Bishop Walsh 
has not yet been assigned—RNS Photo. 
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The choir and the congregation then lifted their voices 
in the Te Deum. Surely never in these 2,000 years have 
the servants of the Head of the church joined with greater 
cause for devout thanksgiving in that ancient ascription 
of praise. The commissioning of the existing bishops be- 
gan immediately. The presiding bishop moved outside the 
communion rail. He and the other bishops were asked to 
declare their wholehearted assent to the basis of union and 
the constitution of the new church. They did so. Then 
a minister of the former South India United Church and a 
minister representing the former Methodist Church in South 
India read a formal commission of authority to these 
bishops to exercise the episcopal office in the new church. 

Following this, all ministers, or presbyters, as they are 
now called, stood in their places and similarly gave public 
assent to the basic documents of the new church. This 
done, the presiding bishop gave them ‘‘authority to exer- 
cise that ministry in all congregations of this church to 
which you shall be duly called or appointed.” So with 
infinite care and attention to detail, the service made un- 
mistakably clear that this great consummation of union 
was approved and accepted by all those who are exercising 
ecclesiastical function in the new church. The service 
ended in the singing of a hymn and the recital of the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


First Time in Christian History 


Two historic events marked the consecration of the nine 
new bishops and the first communion service of the new 
church. A committee representing the uniting churches 
had elected the new bishops. Each was formally presented 
to the presiding bishop by two ‘‘presbyters’”’ of the church 
to which he had previously belonged. Each submitted a 
signed statement of full assent to the basis of union and 
the constitution of the new church. Each promised ‘‘con- 
formity and obedience to the principles and rules con- 
tained there.’’ They were then questioned as to their ac- 
ceptance of the doctrines of the church and their sense of 
divine calling. Then they were consecrated as bishops. 
This was done by the laying on of hands of the presiding 
bishop, two other bishops of the former Anglican Church 
and three presbyters from each of the other two uniting 
churches. For all who understood the significance of this 
act, that was a never-to-be-forgotten moment. In all Chris- 
tian history it has no parallel. 
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An even more memorable event followed. The first com- 
munion service of the Church of South India was solemnly 
celebrated. In conformity with the practice of the ca- 
thedral, the rite was conducted according to the Anglican 
practice. The beautiful silver service of the cathedral was 
used. 
and ate the bread and drank the cup of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Simultaneously a similar observance was conducted 
in the temporary building near by. Bishops in white robes 
ang saffron stoles, presbyters in simple white gowns, laymen 
in varying apparel, women in many-colored saris, Euro- 
peans, Indians and Americans communed at the table of 
the Lord. 

All who participated were aware that nothing less than 
a special providence had brought about the inauguration 
of the new church at this particular moment in history. 


Union Now; Unity Will Come 


So, after 28 years of labor and intercession by great 
numbers of Christian people, the Church of South India 
is launched. Nobody can read the record of the humility, 
patience, tolerance and deep understanding revealed in al- 
most three decades of effort in the joint committee on union 
without recognizing this church as a fruit of the Spirit of 
God. But it is characteristic of all who were present at 
Madras that they regard this as a beginning, not an end. 
Many details of organization remain to be worked out. 
The elements which have been so disparate are now joined, 
but they must grow together. One council of the former 
South India United Church has so far remained outside of 
the union. While all Anglican and Methodist bodies have 
united, there are still important questions of relationship 
to the older churches, and particularly to the Anglican, to 
which the final answer has not yet been given. 

But one may look with confidence to the future. No 
other attitude is possible after the impressive demonstra- 
tion of harmony of spirit which breathed through every 
act of the solemn services of inauguration and consecration. 
These were no light acts, hastily taken in a moment of emo- 
tion. Long study and prayer lay behind every step of these 
services, which were worked out with meticulous atten- 
tion to the last detail. Unanimous acceptance of the new 
order was set forth in mutual pledges of the most solemn 
character, taken in the presence of God while the whole 
world looked on. 


We Need Courage and Conviction in the Pulpit 


By A TEXAS ELDER 


In the October 8 issue of THE OUTLOOK you published 
a letter from a young minister who appeared to be very 
much discouraged in his work as a minister and was seek- 
ing advice about what to do with himself in order to be 
greater use in the Master’s service. 

I am quite sure you will receive many letters filled with 
wholesome advice, and from men far more capable than 
I to give advice to one in his position. However, I would 
like to make a few observations of my own. 

This young man interests me. I feel that he is deeply 
sincere in his desire to be of greater service in the Mas- 
ter’s cause, and I pray that he will find his place and that 
God will be glorified in his life. 

Christ vs. Carnegie 

It appears that he is a product of our modern church 
life and is pretty well fed up with the futility and emptiness 
of this modern church business where the Sermon on the 
Mount is being replaced by the philosophy of Dale Car. 
negie. 

We have so many young ministers—and some who are 
not so young—who, apparently, are preaching to please 
their congregations and to make themselves secure in some 
useless, but fashionable pastorates where they can attain 
social popularity and be what they think are big shots in 
the community, catering to the wishes and whims of a 


few fossilized and self-righteous church officers, whose wills 
must be done. (I am a church officer.) 

Too many of our ministers try to preach beautiful and 
scholarly sermons which are calculated to soothe our feel- 
ings and make us feel smug and complacent in our miser- 
able sinful lives. They do not have the conviction—nor 
the intestinal fortitude—to preach the gospel of Christ 
against sin and try to make us ashamed of our sinful ways 
and cause us to come to Christ in humility and confess our 
sins before him and beg for forgiveness. They apparently 
have never learned the gospel of repentance. 

We laymen do not want our pastors to be always telling 
us how good we are. We want sermons straight from the 
Book that will make us conscious of our sinful condition 
and create in us a desire to be better men and to better 
serve the Master. 

These things are being discussed more and more among 
church laymen, and the feeling is pretty general that 4 
great many of our ministers are not measuring up to the 
spiritual standards. They appear to depend more on what 
they learned in the seminary than on what they received 
at the foot of the Cross. A great many laymen are really 
giving themselves to the service of Christ. We look to our 
pastors for leadership, and too often that leadership is dis- 
appointing. 


One by one the people filed silently to the altar: 
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Yes, tell the young man that the front line is in the pul- 
pit. Tell him to stay in there and preach Christ. Preach 
as Christ wants him to preach. It will not please every- 
one in your congregation, but if it pleases him you will 
win. 


A lot of people in the world today are hungering for 
the gospel and if our preachers fail them what can we 
expect? 

Yes, young man, that is where Goliath is. 
over there in your Session. 
And out there in the pews. 
challenging you. 


He is sitting 
And on your Board of Deacons. 
Oh, yes, he is there and he is 
It will take a lot of courage for you 


to meet him, but the challenge is up to you. If you go 
along with Christ you will win. 

I am sincerely praying for this young man. We need 
more preachers with courage and conviction. We need 


them more now than at any time in the history of the 
church. I am for you, young man, and may God bless you. 
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Presbyterian Program of Progress 





Local church committees, PofP leaders say, hold the key 
to the success of the program—and particularly ministers 
and their sessions. Such groups as these will be the ones 
who will stir the people to action. 

7 * - 

Granville Presbytery is thought to have been the first 
presbytery to endorse the Program of Progress at an official 
meeting. Its financial quota is $110,525 for the five-year 
period and it is recommending that the quota be raised 
100 per cent. 

* * * 

Colonel Roy LeCraw is abounding in optimism about the 
progress of the progress program. Everywhere, he says, 
people are taking hold. Everyone seems to agree “that 
now is the time for the church to stand forth emphatically 
on its claim that Christ is the only answer.” 








How I Became A Christian 


IV. The Story of 


Francisco Garcia* 


WAS BORN into a Roman 
Catholic family and was bap- 
tized into the Roman Church, 


which I attended until I was 12 
years old. From 12 to 20 years 


of age, I had no active Christian 


life except that I counted myself 


a Catholic and said my prayers. 





FRANCISCO GARCIA 
Invitation from a friend. 


I knew nothing of the Bible; I 
had only a faint idea that there 
were certain Christian documents, 
documents of the church. 

One day a friend asked me to 
come to his home for a meeting of 
Christians, I did not go at first 
but the invitation was repeated 
over a period of between two and 





*Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, Havana, Cuba. 


three weeks. One night I went. 
A Cuban minister preached, and I 
was interested enough to return 
to several meetings. Then a New 
Testament was given to me. Later 
I responded to the invitation to 
accept Christ. I did this because 
I had come to know that I was a 
sinner and needed a Savior. For 
three months I was a member of 
a training class for church mem- 
bership and after this I was ad- 
mitted into the church. 


V. The Story of 
Mahmood Rezavi* 


Y HOME was one with an 
erroneous conception of 
God. My whole heart and 
mind became permeated with the 
Moslem faith. With this faith I 
was complacently satisfied. I re- 
garded Christians as_ infidels. 
When my father died, I was sent 
to a school in and was en- 
rolled in a class in ethics. In 
reality it was a Bible class. I was 
not interested; nothing“ gripped 
my heart or mind. However, I 
did see that the man teaching the 
elass was different from other 
men. I could see that he loved me. 
I knew it every time he smiled. 
Then a man who had formerly 
been a Moslem but who had be- 
come a Christian took charge of 
the class. I asked him why he 
had changed his faith. His an- 
swer helped, but I was still puz- 
zled and I lacked courage to face 
the truth. Then I began to go 





*Pastor of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Isfahan, Iran. 


out for long walks to read both 
the Bible and the Koran. I went 
also to Moslem teachers with my 
questions in order to answer my 
own teacher, the Moslem who had 
become a Christian. In him I 
saw the same love that I had seen 
in the missionary teacher. The 
Allah of Islam was transcended 
by the God of the Christian faith, 
and this God became real and near 
to me. He, I came to believe, had 
in Christ visited and redeemed his 











MAHMOOD REZAVI 
A teacher was different. 


people. Previously, worship 
meant to me the appeasing of a 
divine dictator. Now it was dif- 
ferent. I was gripped by the love 
of Jesus, and the cloud which had 
hidden the real God was swept 
away. I was a sinner then and I 
am a sinner now; but then my 
whole nature was unregenerate; 
now I have Christ when I fall and 
he lifts me up. How he saves me 
is still a mystery, but he does. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Good Effort in New Jersey 


Bystanders should get a chuckle from 
‘observing the annoying position into 
which New Jersey candidates for office 
have been put by a questionnaire issued 
by the State Council of Churches. These 
churchmen steered clear of matters of 
procedure; they were concerned only 
with principles; they raised questions 
only about issues which carried moral 
and social implications: gambling and 
the use of public funds for private or 
religious schools. But that did not keep 
politicians from the usual efforts to seek 
to becloud the issue, to straddle, to run 
around Robin Hood’s barn to keep from 
taking a plain yes-or-no stand. They 
started a backfire of holy indignation. 
They accused their questioners of start- 
ing trouble. (That was true. No pro- 
fessional politician wants that kind of 
trouble.) They could not quite com- 
fortably take a-clear-cut stand, so they 
began to undermine motives and to talk 
about “inviolate principles’’ which we 
suspect they would be a iittle embar- 
rassed to define, 

This is an interesting experiment, 
though not new, except perhaps for 
councils of churches, It is high time 
that Christian people concertedly let 
candidates know tkat they are inter- 
ested to see high moral princip!es up- 
held and that they will be aroused ‘t 
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they are not. Good Citizenship commit- 
tees, particularly from such groups as 
the League of Women Voters, have em- 
ployed this technique for a good while. 
It would be a wholesome procedure if it 
were more widely followed, for in such 
exchanges candidates cannot resort to 
subterfuge or evasion. They have to 
get on the line, and people who are do- 
ing the voting have a right to see which 
line they stand on. 

Give the New Jersey Council a cheer 
for reminding these candidates that 
people expect them to stand for high 
principles and that they will support 
them when they do. (Even if the 
favored candidates lose, as well they 
may in strong Roman Catholic areas, 
this still holds good.) 


Health Workers in Rural Areas 


Last week’s letter which we carried 
on page 12 brought an urgent call for 
competent physicians in rural areas. It 
was suggested by Mr. Robinson that 
various agencies of the church could do 
something to aid in providing the right 
sort of medical care in these needy 
areas. This would be a fine thing. 
Surely young men who are studying 
medicine and who themselves follow the 
Great Physician should give this field of 
service an opportunity to make its 
claims felt. Young women, who are 
deeply Christian in motive and purpose, 
who are in or looking forward to nurs- 
ing careers, would find in rural areas as 
much to challenge them in real honest- 
to-goodness service as anywhere in the 
world. Both doctors and nurses would 
find abundant (not to say material) re- 
wards and satisfactions which other 
avenues might deny. 

Now the Research Council for Eco- 
nomic Security, a private, nonprofit 
organization set up to gather informa- 
tion on problems related to social and 
economic security, reports from Chicago. 
This report shows the area in which the 
Presbyterian Church, US, is at work to 
have a far greater population with in- 
adequate medical care than any other 
section of the country. This, of course 
is no surprise. Those states having 
more than 1,000 people per physician 
include Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
yeorgia, South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky and West 
Virginia. (There are only five other 
sparsely populated states in the U. S. 
that show as much need.) Texas, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, Florida and Virginia 
are in the next-to-neediest classification 
with 831 to 1,000 people per physician. 
Missouri is classed as ‘fair’? (711 to 
830 per physician) while Maryland was 
on the top level with under 711 per 
physician. 

Much is invoived in meeting these 
needs. Many programs are underway. 
Many solutions are being studied. One 
which is strictly within the province of 
the church, which no one else is likely 
to do much about, is that of presenting 
a challenge to trained technicians, 
health workers, doctors and nurses, to 
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give their lives as devotedly and as 
sacrificially in these needy areas of 
America as they would if they spent 
them on the mission field abroad. No 
agency need start this, though such sup- 
port would not be amiss. Anyone can 
help the right personas catch this vision, 


Reformation Day Services 


Reformation Day services which are 
being held more and more throughout 
the nation give Protestants a chance to 
join wholeheartedly in a fine service of 
worship and to focus the attention of 
the community upon jointly held con- 
victions. Another value in these annual 
observances is the opportunity afforded 
to clarify some of the points of Prot- 
estant emphasis. One thing in particu- 
lar is the definition of the word Prot- 
estant. Anyone who remembers his 
Latin is not troubled about the original 
meaning: to testify for. Some diction- 
aries even will not make this clear be- 
cause of the present generally accepted 
meaning of the word protest. 

Samuel McCrea Cavert’s little 15- 
page pamphlet, Our Protestant Heritage, 
from which our cover quotation this 
week is taken, makes clear the positive 
character of our faith. Every minister 
probably has access to a copy and other 
copies may be easily secured from the 
Federal Council of Churches, 297 
Fourth Ave., New York. 

St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Seattle and 
Buffalo have taken the lead in sponsor- 
ing well-supported Reformation Day 
services. Other centers may well copy 
these good examples with plans begin- 
ning now for 1948. 


GUEST EDITORS 





On the March 


Romanism could never have created 
the Anglo-Saxon type of democracy and 
it is unlikely to contripute its share to- 
ward its maintenance, Yet the heirs of 
the Puritans have no grounds for com- 
placency. Much of the history of the 
last two hundred and fifty years has 
been a record of the increasing re- 
trenchment and impoverishment of the 
Protestant ethic.”. . . The results are 
disturbing. Business and politics. in 
particular were very widely declared out 
of bounds for the Christian conscience 
and the Christian was recommended to 
“save his soul” as an individual and to 
be “‘religious’”’ in one carefully insulated 
department of his mind and heart. 

Thus Protestantism has notably re- 
gressed to the medieval conception of 
“the religious” life as a segregated life 
of pietistic emotion and thought. Those 
scattered Protestants who have irsisted 
on the full sovereignty of God over all 
activities of the community in the Ref- 
ormation tradition have been lately stig- 
matized as ... not quite nice. The tide 
is unmistakably turning, to be sure, but 
the recovery of an evangelical ethic will 
be an arduous struggle. Everywhere 
over the Protestant world, however, 
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there are springing to light little groups 
and cells and communities of those 
quickened by the eternal gospel and de- 
termined to build a new fellowship with 
an ethic related to every aspect of life 
in society. Protestantism is in revolu- 
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tion because the evangelical movement 
is again on the march.— JAMES HAST- 
INGS NICHOLS in Primer for Prot- 
estants, Association Press, 1947. 

REFORMATION DAY—November 2, 
1947. 





THE FIRST 


QUESTION 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“You are not your own, for you are 
bought with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.”°—I Cor. 6:20, K. J. V. 


HY DON’T YOU just go on and 
W leave the church?” said the 

Preacher. He and the Pro- 
fessor had been having one of their end- 
less arguments. ‘‘You criticize it from 
stem to stern and you always seem to 
be unhappy about it. There are lots of 
other churches, I can’t see why you keep 
on with us. It can’t be because of any 
sentimental reasons, for you are the sort 
of man who would botanize on his 
mother’s grave.” 

“And why not?” snapped the Pro- 
fessor. “She would. But in the first 
place I stay in the church not because 
it’s ideal but simply faute de mieux. 
And in the second place, and more im- 
portant, there are some positive reasons 
for being a Presbyterian.”’ 

“You keep ’em pretty well to your- 
self,” said the Preacher. ‘‘All I hear is 
fault-finding.”’ 

“Naturally. You’re one of the peo- 
ple who can do something about it; and 
then you ought to know that if I were 
really indifferent to the church I’d never 
be so critical of it. If I didn’t care, 
you'd never see nor hear of me any 
more. ... But coming back to those 
reasons, let me name just one. It’s the 
way the creed begins.”’ 

“You mean the catechism?’’ (It was 
an old bone of contention.) 

“You call it a catechism, I call it a 
creed. Call it what you like, it begins 
right. It puts the first question first. 
It starts from where we are. What is 
the chief end of man? [I was looking 
over some other catechisms the other 
day, and one of them begins, ‘What is 
thy name?’ That’s a trivial question in 
the first place and the answer might be 
anything. Our first question is the big 
one, It assumes that you are human; 
that you are a part of the single in- 
divisible human race. And it asks: 
Why are you here? Is there any object 
in the continued existence of humanity? 
Why should you, or why should any- 
body, keep on living? It’s lots of 
trouble—where are we headed, what is 
our destiny, is there a Purpose that will 
justify all our pains? If you can’t an- 
swer that question there is no use in 
asking any others, 

‘“‘Not—what is your business as a 
school boy or a grocer or a mother; but 
what is your business as a human be- 
ing? What is the grand all-inclusive 
human enterprise, if any? What pur- 


pose do you have in common with 


Abraham and Plato and the shoe-shine 
boy? They may not know it and you 
may no more than half-know it; but you 
do have a purpose that you can all 
share. That question alone throws 
down the gauntlet to pessimism. It 
assumes that the human race does have 
a right and reason for living, it is not 
an accident, it is not a plaything for 
some Infinite Playboy. Our creed as- 
sumes reason and purpose in existence 
itself—a rational pattern in personality. 
It assumes that the pattern can be dis- 
covered, has been discovered, can be 
named, can be followed. 


HAT QUESTION assumes that you 
as an individual have an interest 
in mankind. ‘What is thy name?’ 

assumes that you have an intense in- 
terest in yourself, and of course that is 
true, But that is an individualistic ap- 
proach to religion and that approach is 
at the root of a good many of our 
troubles. Our creed suggests that you 
have, or at least ought to have, an in- 
terest in your status as a human person. 
What is true of you may be true of the 
race or it may not; but what is true of 
the race must be true of you. There is 
one common End, one goal, one Pur- 
pose, for one and for all. No human be- 
ing stands or can stand alone.” 

“Tt’s a glorious fact,’ said the 
Preacher. 

‘‘Let’s save the word Fact for some- 
thing that can be demons'rated and that 
can’t be denied,”’ said the Professor. ‘I 
say it is a glorious assumption, an as- 
sumption of faith. That’s why I say 
this is a magnificent creed. I can be 
proud to belong to a church that begins 
its creed with as profound a question 
as that.” ; 

“Well, what about the answer? Don’t 
you believe that?’’ 

“Certainly—it is even nobler than the 
question. But that’s another story. 
What I say is, the church may be 
childish and timid, antiquated an? 
apathetic; still, a church that has the 
genius to set in the very forefront of the 
summary of its creed a question like 
the one we ask, a question that is more 
than a question—an implied affirmation 
of the unity of mankind and of an over- 
arching Purpose in the life of man: 

















i 


@ SINGLE UNIT CASE y 
@ COMPACT—ONLY 33 LBS. 
@ SIMPLE TO OPERATE 

@ PRICE $37500 


THE THRILLING ENTERTAINMENT of 
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for the first time practical—with the 
new Victor “Lite-Weight.” Here is 
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cased beauty in a 16mm quality 
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Whether your personal silent films, 
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Nothing can better express 
the joy of Christmas than the 
music of beautiful bells. Borne 
through the skies on golden wings, 
it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the 
happiness that dwells there. 


Christmastime is the time of 
all the year when we know happi- 
ness for what it truly is—when 
love and kindness and the pleasure 
of giving are the guideposts of our 
lives. That has been true down 
through the centuries: the dark- 
ness of doubt and selfishness has 
ever vanished before the brilliance 
of the Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, 
too, multitudes have hearkened 
to bells, and to carillons—and 
this love of bell music has never 
waned. Why not plan to thrill 
your community with the sweet- 
est bell music ever heard—the 
music of CARILLONIC BELLS. 
Inquiry about this modern carillon 
should be made now if installa- 
tion by Christmas is desired. 
Write Dept. PO-9. 





ELECTRONICS, ixc 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution, distinctive 
in Christian ideals, founded in 1856. Out- 
atanding departments in music and busi- 
ness. ully accredited academic work for 
first two years of college. Approved for 
training Veterans under Public Law 16 
and Public Law 346 (G. I. Bill). Reason- 

able costs. For catalogue, address: 

OHN MONTGOMERY, Pres., 
Statesville, N. ©. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Pros and Cons of 
Union are Debated 


Synod of Missouri Meeting 


Missouri Synod held a spirited session 
—its annual meeting—recently in the 
Farmington church. One of the most 
interesting periods found members 
listening to the pros and cons of Pres- 
byterian reunion. Charles Pratt, Co- 
lumbia pastor, and Franc L. McCluer, 
college president, now of St. Charles, 
took the pro side, while Robert I. Hatch, 
of Kansas City, and D. K. Ferguson, 
of Marshall, opposed the plan. Pratt 
said: “I wish to be identified with a 
spiritual fellowship greater than sec- 
tional—one which is national, indeed, 
universal.” President McCluer de- 
clared: ‘Union would be good for Pres- 
byterianism, good for Christianity, and 
good for us all.”” Hatch and Ferguson 
did not agree. (Even though the synod 
as a whole does. All presbyteries to 
date have voted strongly in favor of 
the plan of union.) Each speaker had 
eleven minutes with no rebuttal, and no 
one was allowed to speak from the floor. 
So far, no bad results have been re- 
ported. The whole discussion was 
pitched on an intelligent and friendly 
plane. 


Committee Underscores Need of 
Training for Rural Fields 

Report of the Christian Relations 
Committee had strong meat in it. Some 
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members demurred. The report was re- 
ceived as information. It called atten- 
tion to pressing needs such as training 
in and for rural fields, saying, “Our 
training (for leadership) has been by 
nature town and _ city-minded. Our 
young men enter rural fields in order 
to learn and leave as soon as possible. 
Except for the lone voice of Dr. ‘Coun- 
try-Church’ McLaughlin, we have con- 
sidered the country church as a place 
for gathering statistics (superficially 
also called ‘souls’) and an object of 
sentimental papers and pious regrets. 
If an honest approach to rural Missouri 
Presbyterianism is to be made, it can- 
not be done in a corner of a small com- 
mittee’s report; it will require more in- 
telligence than we have been able to 
use, additional money, and more first- 
class leadership. ... ” 

But that is not all. The report went 
on, “Few of us have ever met a labor 
leader, and few of us are guilty of pass- 
ing on secondhand opinions about this 
or that labor leader or issue, after we 
have heard only part of one side of the 
issues involved. - It is a parallel 
fact that we have little or no voice in 
organized labor’s ranks because labor 
feels itself alienated from our church. 
Of course, none of this happened by 
conscious design, but . ...” 


To Investigate Non-Church Giving 
And Failures to Attend Meetings 


The synod was disturbed by the large 
amount of contributions from the 
churches which are going to other than 
church-approved institutions and causes. 
It requested its Stewardship and Audits 
Committee to investigate. Another 
problem which troubled the synod was 
a feeling that some ministers and 
churches neglect their duty to attend, 
or have representatives to attend, the 
meetings of the court. Now the Com- 
mittee on the Minister and His Work 
will study the situation as it is re- 
vealed in the minutes of the last five 
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years and report next year. 


Greetings Brought from 
Presbyterian. USA, Synod 

Alex R. Batchelor and Bruce C. Boney 
presented the Program of Progress. 
Ralph Wagner, a fraternal delegate 
from the _ three-times-larger Presby- 
terian, USA, synod, brought greetings. 

Herbert H. Watson, executive secre- 
tary of University City, was elected 
moderator, succeeding Bernard A. Mc- 
Ilhany. President R. M. Good, of the 
School of the Ozarks and an elder, was 
named moderator-designate. Next Octo- 
ber the synod is scheduled to meet in 
St. Joseph. 

BERNARD A. McILHANY. 
Fulton. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


November 13-15 Set for 
Inauguration at Centre 





Prominent public offimals, indus- 
trialists, educators and religious leaders, 
led by U. S. Attorney-General Tom 
Clark and Governor Simeon §. Willis, of 
Kentucky, will participate in the in- 
auguration of Walter A. Groves as presi- 
dent of Centre College November 13-15. 
Governor Willis will speak on ‘‘Govern- 
ment and the College’ the day before 
the inauguration, and Attorney-General 
Clark will speak at the inauguration on 
Saturday. Other speakers. include: 
Sumner T. Pike, member of the Atomic 
Energy Commission; President Frank 
H. Caldwell, of Louisville Seminary; 
T. Hunton Rogers, director of research, 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana; Cecil 
Gamble, Proctor & Gamble, Cincinnati; 
Alexander Wetmore, secretary, the 
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, and 
Walter J. Murphy, editor, “Engineering 
and Industrial Chemistry.”’ U.S. Sena- 
tors Alben Barkley and John S. Cooper 
and Representative Walter H. Judd plan 
to attend if possible. Homecoming 
ceremonies and a football game with 
Sewanee top off the three-day program. 









CHOIR and PULPIT ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, rea- 
sonably priced; write for catalogue C-12 
(choir robes) or P-12 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


1000 N. Market 117N.Wacker 366 Fifth Ave. (3 
Champaign, lil. Chicago 6, Ill. NewYork 1, N.Y. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


N. O. Westminster Group 
Elects New Officers a 
George Worth, UNC student, was 
elected president of the North Carolina 
Westminster Fellowship at the recent 
meeting at Presbyterian Junior College, 
Maxton. Other officers include: Thomas 
F. Clark, Davidson and Penn Bern- 
hardt, vice-presidents; Kitty Slaven, 
Duke, secretary-treasurer; Ann Jordan, 
Flora MacDonald, editor. In addition, 
members-at-large were elected from 
other colleges. 


Austin Seminary Visited 
By Inter-Seminary Leader 

Austin Seminary recently had a visit 
from ‘‘Happy” Ellis, ministerial student 
at the Bible College of Texas Christian 
University, Ft. Worth, in the interests 
of the Inter-seminary Movement. 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND’ 





2. HOMER McMILLAN 

Among the home mission leaders of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, none 
has labored longer or rendered a greater 
service than Homer McMillan of At- 
lanta, Ga. Born in Cedarville, Ohio, Dr. 
McMillan took his theological training 
at the New Brunswick Theological Semi- 
nary of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
His first three pastorates were in the 
Reformed Church of America. In 1903 
he was the stated supply of the Bethany 
Presbyterian Church of Los Angeles, 
Cal., a Presbyterian, USA, Church. 
Since 1904 he has been a minister of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, spending most 
of his years as associate, and then as 
general secretary, of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions of the General 
Assembly. The gift of Homer McMillan 
puts us in debt to the Reformed Church 
of America, and emphasizes the fact 
that we of the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed churches are truly one church. 





Character is a by-product; it is pro- 
duced in the great manufacture of daily 
duty.— WOODROW WILSON. 





If we would guide by the light of 
reason we must let our minds be bold.— 
JUSTICE BRANDEIS. 
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CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 


ON THE ENTIRE 


BIBLE 


@ Because of his knowledge, and 
his ability to make that knowledge 
live for others, Dk. ADAM CLARKE 
has been called the ‘Prince of Com- 
mentators.”” His work remains the 
standard against which lesser efforts 
are measured—and found wanting. 
The six, big, useful volumes are 
printed from clear types on excellent 
paper; beautifully and durably bound 
in buckram. The books average 
more than 800 pages each—nearly 
5000 pages in all. But despite its 
size and scope, this isn’t a work for 
scholars alone. It is for all who love 
and cherish God’s eternal words. 


AVAILABLE AT LAST 
IN A LIMITED 
NEW PRINTING 


@ Thousands of orders for this 
monumental work were regretfully 
turned down during the war years. 
But now again we are proud and 
happy to present Clarke’s Commen- 
tary to those who have been looking 
forward so long to this day. A word 
of advice, however: Place your order 
promptly! The new printing is 
limited. The six-volume set, only 
$19.50. 


A A Bookstores 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
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Letters to the Editors 





Names Pour in Supporting Federal Council 





Please Sign Our Names 


To the Editors: 

Please add our names to the statement, 
“For a Greater Protestant Cooperation” 
(OUTLOOK, Sept. 29)... .- 
KATHERINE W. CARSON, President of 

Appalachia Synodical Auxiliary, Knox- 

ville, Tenn. 

JOHN D. MacLEOD, Carolina Beach, N. C. 
J. GRAY McALLISTER, Richmond, Va. 

Cc. F. CAMERON, Carolina Beach, N. C. 

Cc. E. NEWTON, Myrtle Grove, N. C. 
HERBERT L. LAWS, Valdosta, Ga. 
BILLY BAINE, Lancaster, Texas. 
LAWRENCE A. DAVIS, Louisville, Ky. 
NEILL G. STEVENS, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

A. CLARKE DEAN, Memphis, Tenn, 

W. L. FOLEY, Mt. Clinton, Va. 

HENRY W. QUINIUS, Texas City, Texas. 
RICHARD A. DODGE, Miami, Fla. 

R. S. SCHUSTER, Jonesboro, Ark. 

DAN DIVINE, Jonesboro, Ark. 

Cc. M. CAMPBELL, Greeleyville, S. C, 
JOHN OLERT, JR., Owensboro, Ky. 

MRS. B. N. McCOMB, Baton Rouge, La. 

J. MARTIN SINGLETON, Brownsville, 

Texas, 

G. E. DODD, Brownsville, Texas. 

M. J. TIPTON, Brownsville, Texas. 

G. A. DUCKWORTH, Brownsville, Texas. 

J. A. RUSSELL, Brownsville, Texas. 

E. McCHESNEY, Brownsville, Texas, 

Cc. €. LAMBERTH, SR., Brownsville, Texas. 

JAMES ANDERSON, Wooster, Ohio, a 
member of Western Texas Presbytery. 

JAMES E. RATCHFORD, Big Stone Gap, 

Va. 

FRANCIS B. BENTON, Decatur, Ga. 
PERRY H. GIHSON, Herndon, Va. 

J. H. RICE, Herndon, Va. 

DOUGLAS V. EVANS, Herndon, Va. 
WILMER W. HUTCHISON, Fairfax, Va. 
JOSEPH E. BEARD, Fairfax, Va. 

R. B. NICKELL, Herndon, Va. 

L. P. NICKELL, Herndon, Va. 

W. D. McNAIR, Herndon, Va. 

F. W. ROBINSON, Herndon, Va. 

L. Cc. BROWN, Herndon, Va. 

ROBERT W. McNAIR, Herndon, Va. 

A. B. FLEMING, Nokesville, Va. 

H. HOOVER BEAR, Herndon, Va. 
HAROLD G. WISE, Haskell, Texas. 

81 Members of the First Church, Wilson, 

N.C. 

T. M. HOWZE, Newberry, S. C. 
Cc. H. WILLIAMS, North Wilkesboro, N. C. 
MR. and MRS. BERNARD BOYD, David- 

son, N. C, 

ROBERT M. HOUSTON, Hamburg, Ark. 

From Stuttgart, Ark. 

G. WILBUR SMITH 

E. H. WHITEHOUSE 

Cc. Cc. BERRY 

J. W. STROH 

HARRY 8S. ARMSTRONG 
SHANNON FLOWERS 
BARON F. WYLIE 
CARL D. YOHE 

J. E..DEWS 


Strong Support 


To the Editors: 

I have been a minister in the Northern 
Presbyterian for 37 years and in the 
Southern Presbyterian since that time and 
I am now in my 87th year, and I cannot 
see why any real Christian can be op- 
posed to the Federal Council... . 

ALEXANDER HUGH FRAYSER. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


To the Editors: 
As the new president of Appalachia 
Synodical Auxiliary, I wish to take my 


stand and have my name added to the 
list of those who are opposed to our 
church’s withdrawing from the Federal 
Council. I feel it would be a tragic and 
backward step for us to withdraw. 

KATHERINE W. CARSON. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 





To the Editors: 

Thank you for the “Facts About the 
Federal Council Issue” of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK. You are to be com- 
mended for the splendid effort you are 
making to enlighten our people as to the 
whole truth of this matter. It is time our 
church should be awakened to the fact 
that there are two sides to this question. 

J. T. BARHAM. 
Statesville, N. C. 


To the Editors: 

° . As clerk of our Session and as a 
member of our committee to study the 
matter of our continued membership in 
the Federal Council, I have secured all in- 
formation possible. THE OUTLOOK of 
Sept. 29 should be in the hands of every 
elder, yes—in the hands of every mem- 
ber—of the Presbyterian Church, US. I 
thank you for this great contribution. .. 

J. HAROLD McKBITHEN. 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


To the Editors: 

This is just a word to express our ap- 
preciation for THE OUTLOOK and for 
the service it is rendering our church. 
We heartily endorse your editorial policy 
and would be pleased to have our names 
included among those who have com- 
mitted themselves to work for a Greater 
Protestant Cooperation (Sept. 29). 

MR. and MRS. BERNARD BOYD. 
Davidson, N. C. 


If It Be of God 


To the Editors: 

Please add my name to the list of in- 
viduals who favor continued cooperation 
in the Federal Council. 

It is with profound interest that I read 
THE OUTLOOK and note the names of 
the OUTSTANDING leaders of our beloved 
Southern Presbyterian Church who favor 
continued cooperation in the Federal 
Council. Men of insight and vision. Men 
of integrity, whose undaunted faith and 
courage, loyalty to Jesus Christ and the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, together 
with their efforts, have helped to make 
our church what it is today. os 

Would it be reasonable even to think 
that these men would advocate remain- 
ing in an organization whose principles 
and objectives are against the Kingdom 
of God, and detrimental to the fundamen- 
tal doctrines and standards of the church 
of which they are a part? 

I think it would be well for those who 
oppose and seek to belittle the Federal 
Council, to consider the fact that one very 
g00d way of aiding the growth and suc- 
cess of a thing is to fight it. . . 

This was true with the Christian Move- 
ment when it began. Scattered, not even 
systematic persecutions could stop this 
movement. But rather, every attempt to 
erush it only added to its development 
and growth. The article, “Studied the 
Literature,” in the October 20 issue of 
THE OUTLOOK, by Mr. George F. John- 
son, illustrates in a measure what I am 
trying to say. 
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In this controversial issue of the Fed- 
eral Council, it might be well to con- 
sider the incident recorded in Acts 5:34- 
42, and especially the timely words of 
Dr. Gamaliel (if not out of date). 

“And now I say unto you, Refrain from 
these men, and leave them alone: for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought: 

“But if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it; lest haply ye be found even to 
fight against God.”—Acts 5§:38-39. 


Cc. H. WILLIAMS. 
North Wilkesboro, N. C. 


Suggestions About the Front Line 


To the Editors: 

- « « Concerning the anonymous letter 
printed in the October 6 issue of your 
paper, in reference to “the front line,” 
could I make a few suggestions? Many of 
us have felt our friend’s dissatisfaction 
with the slow results of “church admin- 
istration and pulpit preaching.” Perhaps 
his dilemma is the urgent need of the 
Christian gospel on one hand, and the 
slow process of growth that is necessary 
for Christian character to be developed 
on the other hand; the choice is either 
to find a better way to get more people 
interested in Christianity, right now, or 
else to drop the activity of the church 
which of necessity proceeds at a snail’s 
pace and fight “Goliath” with what forces 
we have at hand (coming back to the 
slow-behind-lines work after the crisis 
is past, of course). 

I can offer no solution for this state, 
of course, but I think that one fallacy of 
our friend’s thinking is in his search for 
great and immediate visible results. The 
mission fields of the South Pacific were 
unknown to many Americans before the 
war, though they had worked slowly and 
quietly for a century or more—but they 
became known widely when American 
soldier and sailors were landed there and 
saw Christianity in action. Jesus didn’t 
promise that the Kingdom would come in 
quickly, but, on the contrary, slowly— 
as evidenced in his parable of the leaven. 

Again, we are al] tempted to listen to 
those who say, “Lo, here,” or “Lo, there,” 
as we see pressing needs which, if met, 
would bring in “the Kingdom.” I am not 
in any way discrediting great needs 
throughout the church, nor saying that 
we have not a responsibility elsewhere, 
but we cannot, as individuals, as a church, 
nor in any other capacity, begin to tackle 
the problems outside our immediate sur- 
roundings until we have made some at- 
tempt to find “The Kingdom of God within 
our midst.” Perhaps when we have in- 
creased our few talents into more talents, 
the Lord, through the church or in other 
channels, will give us authority over more 
responsibilities, and place us in more dif- 
ficult positions on “the front line.” 

Which leads me to a final point: Is 
not all the work of the Church of Jesus 
Christ “front line” work? I hardly think 
that any of the executive secretaries or 
college professors or newspaper editors 
of our church would look upon the pas- 
torate as of trivial importance, Many of 
these leaders have been in the pastorate, 
and recognize that the strength or the 
weakness of our church depends upon the 
vigor with which the local men fight 
for Christ. Their new work is different 
in character, but no less important than 
the work of the many ministers through- 
out the church—and would be impossible, 
but for the support accorded them by the 
local ministers. . 


BILLY BAINE. 
Lancaster, Texas, 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


A Call to Right Living 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 9 


I. Peter 1:13-23; 4:1-5. 


Quotations are from the Revised Standard Version. 


The first Epistle of Peter was writ- 
ten, primarily to Christians residing in 
certain portions of Asia Minor (1:2), 
but more generally to Christians 
throughout the Roman Empire, just as 
the great persecution under Nero was 
about to break over the church in all 
its fury. 

Peter, who was shortly himself to be 
crucified, writes to urge his readers to 
stand fast in the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ, in spite of the ridicule 
which they now endure and the persecu- 
tion which they are about to face (see 
5:12). 

The two segments of this Epistle 
which we have been asked to study at 
the present time are built around four 
distinct exhortations: 


I. Be Hopeful, 1:13. 


Peter does not exhort his readers to 
set their hope upon man but upon one 
who is both God and man; he does not 
bid them fix their hope upon the im- 
mediate future but upon the distant fu- 
ture—‘“set your hope fully upon the 
grace that is coming to you at the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ.” For the Chris- 
tians of Peter’s day the immediate fu- 
ture was very dark—they must be pre- 
pared to lose their property and also 
their lives. Peter bids them to look 
beyond the suffering which lies ahead 
of them to the blessings which God shall 
bestow upon them when they have come 
to know Jesus Christ in all his glory, 
i. e., in the world to come, 

Our immediate future is uncertain. 
We do not know whether we can avoid 
a third world war or not. We hope so 
and we shall continue to support our 
government as it works with that end 
in view. We hope the policies which it 
has adopted, or which it shall adopt, 
will prove effective. But let us never 
forget that our final hope is not in any 
man, or in any party, or in any nation, 
but in God and the grace that is coming 
to us at the (final) revelation of Jesus 
Christ. (See also Dr. Niebuhr, ‘page 4.) 

Therefore—because of God’s plan for 
our ultimate salvation, of which he has 
been speaking—-we are to gird up our 
minds, be sober, and set our hopes fully 
(not half-heartedly, not as though ‘it 
may be’) on the grace that is coming to 
us, 

We are to gird up our minds. This 
figure was a natural one when men wore 
loose, flowing robes, which must be 
tucked up and belted for effective ac- 


tion. Gird up your minds, “instead of 
allowing yourselves to become depressed 
and panic stricken by the hard times 
through which you are passing.” To 
gird up one’s mind means to avoid loose, 
sloppy thinking, to avoid wishful think- 
ing, to avoid unrealistic thinking, to 
discipline our minds that we may think 
clearly, that we may see things as God 
would have us see them. We need this 
exhortation today. Christians are in- 
clined at times to be sentimental, to 
think they can solve all their problems 
by prayer, sometimes that there is noth- 
ing they can do but wait for God to act, 
Our Christian hope does not mean in- 
action or that we are freed from the 
necessity of hard thinking; it means that 
we can think more accurately because 
we are able to see things in their proper 
perspective, because our vision is not 
limited by an earthly horizon. 

And so we are to be sober, i. e., to 
keep cool (Moffatt) or self-controlled. 
Other men may become jittery, panic- 
stricken, hopeless, or depressed, but not 
Christians. They should be able to rise 
above anxiety, fear, uncertainty, be- 
cause they know that there is a purpose 
in human events, that there is one far- 
off divine event toward which all crea- 
tion moves. 


II. Be Holy, 1:14-21. 


The ideal is defined first negatively 
and then positively. First negatively, 
“As obedient children do not be con- 
formed to the passions of your former 
ignorance”’; in other words, as men who 
have come to recognize God as your 
heavenly Father, to whom you owe ab- 
solute obedience, you must no longer 
give way to the passions and appetites 
which dominated your life before you 
came to God through Jesus Christ. 

More positively we must seek to be 
holy in all of our actions: “As he who 
called you is holy, be holy yourselves in 
all your conduct; since it is written, 
‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ ” 

The cry for holiness, as Dr. Myer 
points out, rings through the Bible, It 
is the keynote of Leviticus, from which 
this quotation is made, and is equally 
the supreme demand of the New Testa- 
ment, grounded always as here in the 
very nature of God, 

The root meaning of holiness is sep- 
aration, separation from the things of 
the world, separation unto God. We 
are holy in the N. T. sense when we set 
ourselves apart for God’s service. Says 
Moffatt: ‘‘Holiness implies here as else- 
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where a renunciation of what is worldly 
and corrupting, in the strength of some 
higher conception of God. ‘You shall 
be holy because I am holy’ now means 
for Christians the call to reproduce 
what is the real nature of God, his good- 
ness, justice, and moral purity.” 

We are to be holy in all manner of 
conversation, as the King James puts 
it, or better as the Revised Standard 
Version translates “in all your con- 
duct.” ‘‘Zechariah foretold the time 
when the inscription on the high priests 
mitre (Holiness to the Lord) should be 
written even on the bells of the houses. 
And it is God’s will that that motto 
should be engraved on house bells and 
office bells and shop bells; on dinner 
bells and factory bells; so that in every 
department of our lives there may be 
sweet music made to life’s great Lord. 
Holiness at every turn, and in every in- 
cident of our daily walk....” Holiness 
in all our conduct—in the home, in the 
office, in our relations with our fellow- 
men, in our business and in our play, 
that is the goal, 

Peter suggests two grounds for this 
exhortation: 

1. The Certainty of the Judgment 
(17). God is not only Father, he de- 
clares, but Judge, an impartial judge, 
who shall scrutinize every man’s life, 
We must then hold him in proper rever- 
ence during the short time we are here 
on earth, 

As Judge, God judges each one ac- 
cording to his deeds, not by his pious 
language (cf. Mt. 7:21), or warm emo- 
tions, but by what he has done, i. e., 
the sum of his personal actions in 
thought, word and deed. The Greek 
word, ‘judges,’ is a present participle, 
indicating that God’s judgment is not 
merely future, but continuous, and that 
the divine verdict is being pronounced 
perpetually on our actions. He judges 
each one impartially. ‘With all his 
deep love for his children, God is never- 
theless a very just judge. He does not 
respect a man’s position or wealth, He 
cannot be bribed to render a decision 
one way or the other. He is interested 
not in what a man claims to be, but in 
the fruits of righteousness, which he 
actually produces” (Douglass). 

Since God, our Father, is also our 
Judge, we are to pass the time of our 
sojourning in reverent fear, “Not the 
shrinking fear of the slave (Rom. 8) 
for that is cast out by perfect love 
(I Jn. 4:18), not the fear of the coward 
(I Peter 3:14), but the fear of being 
untrue to God, which makes a man bold 
in the face of all other dangers” (Mt. 
10:28). Or, as Myer puts it: “Not the 
fear of evil consequences to itself, but 
the fear of grieving the Father; of 
bringing a shadow over his face; of 
missing any manifestation of his love 
and nearness to himself. . , . Love casts 
out fear; but it also begets it.” The 
certainty of the judgment is one motive 
for holiness, but there is another, which 
has proved even more effective, 
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2. The Cost of Our Redemption (18- 
@1). ‘‘Redeemed means emancipated,” 
as B. W. Robinson points out. “The 
redemption of a slave out of his bondage 
was a common occurrence among the 
Greeks and the Romans. It was indeed 
a joyous occasion when some slave, 
after years of servitude, came to the day 
when, through the generosity of a 
friend, or as a reward for unusual serv- 
ice, he found himself officially set free. 
This is a picture of what Jesus can do 
for anyone who enters into fellowship 
with him.” 

Note that Jesus redeems or ransoms 
men “from the vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers” (King 
James) or as the Revised Standard ver- 
sion puts it “from the futile ways in- 
herited from your fathers.’’ The word 
“vain’’ means aimless or purposeless 
and describes the futility of life without 
God. 

He ransoms us not with ‘perishable 
things such as silver or gold’ but with 
his own precious blood. Peter wrote at 
a time when slavery was an established 
institution. Thousands of slaves saved 
up what little money they could get 
hold of through the years and purchased 
freedom for themselves and their chil- 
dren, Money, Peter reminded them, 
could release a man from his physical 
bondage, but it could not free him from 
his spiritual bondage. Christ has saved 
us through his blood, as Israel of old 
had been saved by the blood of the 
Paschal Lamb. How the redemption 
was effected, he does not explain; he 
rests upon the fact, and appeals to their 
hearts. Blood is the life of the flesh; 
it is Jesus’ life then which emancipates 
our souls, but not merely his life, his 
life poured out with utter unselfishness 
on the cross. 

He was a lamb without blemish or 
spot, says Peter, i, e., one who was 
morally blameless, one who ‘“‘was des- 
tined before the foundation of the 
world,” that is, one who had a place in 
God’s eternal purpose for mankind, 
destined from eternity, but made mani- 
fest in the fulness of time for our sakes, 
who through him are believers in God, 
who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that our faith and hope 
might be in God. 


In this brief paragraph Peter includes 
some of the mightiest scriptural truths 
about Christ—his pre-existence, his in- 
carnation, his atonement, his resurrec- 
tion, his glorification. 
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As a result of all this, our faith and 
our hope are both directed toward God. 
This faith, this hope, however, is not a 
selfish possession; it involves brotherly 
love and mutual affection in the mem- 
bers of the community. And that leads 
to the third exhortation. 


Ill. Be Loving, 1:22-23. 


‘‘Love one another earnestly from the 
heart,” exhorts Peter, This love of our 
brethren in Christ must be no mere cant 
phrase, no unreal pretense (cf. Rom. 
12:9; Il Cor. 6:6). It must spring from 
the heart not in any formal or perfunc- 
tory or casual way, not simply when it 
is easy or when you feel in the mood, 
but persistently and patiently. 

Why should we love one another in 
this way? Peter gives two reasons: 

1. Because this is the true end of the 

Christian life. ‘‘In accepting baptism,” 
Peter implies, ‘‘you symbolized your 
cleansing from defilement, you conse- 
crated yourselves to God’s service. Your 
old life was one of ignorance (1:14). 
Now God has revealed the truth to you, 
and the possession of that truth, telling 
you of your sonship to God, sets before 
you a standard of obedience.” This 
self-consecration, this acceptance of the 
truth of God as it has been revealed in 
Jesus Christ, necessarily pledges us to 
love of the brethren. There can be 
no true sonship of God without true 
brotherhood with the other children of 
God. . 
This love must be sincere (‘‘un- 
feigned’’—King James). As Moffatt 
puts it: “The object of the Truth (i. e., 
the revealed will of God) is a true affec- 
tion, devoid of pretense. ... There is an 
apt illustration of the thought and term 
in Marcus Aurelius, who observes, ‘A 
friendly disposition is invincible if it be 
genuine and not an affected smile or 
playing a part.’” 

2. Because it is the natural result of 
a regenerated life (23). Love, Peter 
argues, is the essential characteristic of 
life derived from God. We are to love 
one another earnestly because we “have 
been born anew, not of perishable seed 
but of imperishable, through the living 
and abiding word of God.” They are 
to live as brothers because they have 
been born again. Born again how? 
Born again through the word of God, 
i. e., the revelation of God in Christ, 
likened here, as in the Gospels to a seed 
which springs up and bears rich fruit 
in any life where it is allowed to germi- 
nate; fruit not only for this life, but 
also for the life which is to come. 


IV. Live by the Will of God, 4:1-5. 


In this paragraph Peter exhorts us to 
live not ‘‘by human passions but by the 
will of God.” Human lusts or passions 
take various shapes in various ages 
(Peter mentions some of the common 
ones in his own day in vs. 3); the will 
of God varies too for different men in 
different ages, It is our duty as fol- 
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lowers of Christ to seek and find this 
will for our own lives. 

Three motives are suggested by Peter 
for this life lived in obedience to the 
will of God. First, the example of 
Jesus. ‘Since Christ suffered in the 
flesh, arm yourselves with the same 
thought.” Christ suffered for us. We 
must be loyal to him at all costs. But 
if we are to resist the attack of the 
tempter we must be armed? Armed, 
says Peter, with the same thought, or 
mind, that is, with the same view, the 
same conception of things. We are 
never safe from temptation till we have 
learned to look upon God, upon the 
world, upon mankind, upon sin, through 
the eyes of Jesus. Apply this to your 
own problems. You are a little doubtful 
about this course of action. What 
would Jesus say about it? If you are 
in doubt go to him in prayer and ask 
him to disclose his mind to you, and 
then wait for the answer, resolved to 
do what the Master says. One thing is 
certain. If we have the mind of Christ 
to such an extent that we are willing 
to suffer with him in the flesh, to such 
an extent, as in the case of many of 
Peter’s hearers, that we have suffered 
on his account in the flesh, we have in 
principle ceased from sin. Temptations 
will continue to assail us and there are 
times when we will be overcome, but 
in the end victory will be ours. We are 
done with sin. 


A second motive for living by the will 
of God is found in vs. 3: ‘‘Let the time 
that is past suffice for doing what the 
Gentiles like to do.’’” Not all of his 
readers had been guilty of the impurity 
and intemperance and idolatry of which 
he speaks, but whatever their conduct 
had been before accepting Christ, the 
time remaining was all too brief for the 
service of the Master. The least they 
could do, Peter declared, was to live 
for the rest of their lives ‘‘no longer by 
human passions but by the will of God.”’ 
And so with us. Not many of us have 
wasted our lives in sensual indulgence, 
but we have wasted much of it in profit- 
less labor, And we have too little time 
at best to serve Christ. ‘The rest of 
the time.’’ Who can tell how long that 
may be. Shorter to some of us than we 
think; but in a sense short to all. The 
days pass swiftly by. Therefore we 
must work while it is day, for the night 
comes, when no man can work (Jn. 
9:4). 

That brings us to the third motive 
suggested by Peter as to why we should 
live our lives by the will of God. At 
the last we shall all stand before the 
judgment bar of God. Christians were 
sneered at and mocked in Peter’s day. 
Men called them gloomy, morose or 
fanatical. It was not easier for them to 
be different from their neighbors than 
it is for us. We too do well to remem- 
ber that in the end we shall be judged 
not by men but by the God of heaven 
and earth. 
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BOOK NOTES 


TALES OUT OF SCHOOL. By John 
J. Espey. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
1947. x, 204 pp., $2.50. 


The paths of The New Yorker and 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK cross 
only too seldom. These recollections of 
boyhood years spent in China by the 
son of Presbyterian missionaries were 
first published, many of them, in the 
former magazine, and they carry its 
stamp. There is seldom much of a 
climax or denouement to the various 
stories; instead, they give just ‘‘a slice 
of life,’ utterly believable, gently hu- 
morous usually, often ironic. 

These narratives are based on actual 
occurrences, though Mr. Espey confesses 
to an “original” memory. Presbyterian 
readers will be especially interested in 
his frequent Presbyterian references. 
Young John’s Presbyterianism admitted 
only Episcopalians to equality. In 
Kuling the Presbyterians alone refused 
to be regimented into a definite region 
of residence: they ‘‘had gone their in- 
dividual ways and each family had built 
where it felt the location to be most 
suited to its character and personality.”’ 
A subtle clue to Presbyicrian character! 
Later he remarks, ‘“‘Being a reasonable 
Presbyterian, I decided that money was 
my first concern.” 

Try Mr. Espey’s account of “Le 
Scouting en Chine.’”’ It appears that on 
a scouting trip most of the toting and 
work was done by coolies; the Scouts 
enjoyed lolling and swimming. Or read 
about the “War Game,” from which 
girls had been barred because ‘‘they had 
proved themselves too savage for the 
gentlemanly recreation of war.” 

GRAVES HAYDON THOMPSON. 

Hampden-Sydney, Va. 





HOW YOU CAN FIND HAPPINESS. 
By Samuel M. Shoemaker. E. P. Dut- 
ton, New York. 160 pp., $2.00. 


It is a reflection of the deep personal 
needs of our time that there should be 
so many books promising help in solving 
personal problems. The important 
thing about this book is that it actually 
does fulfill the promise of its title. 
Shoemaker has written in simple, vivid 
language concerning the common causes 
of our unhappiness and offers practical 
suggestions for finding in the Christian 
faith the resources for true happiness. 
To this reviewer the chapters dealing 
with ‘‘Understanding Ourselves” and 
“The Greatest Source of Happiness’’ 
were especially effective. As a Religious 
Book Club selection, this little book 
has come to the desks of many minis- 
ters. It should not stay there, for the 
people in the pews will find it a bless- 
ing, and a useful guide to the true hap- 
piness of Christian living. This is a 
book for all who suspect they have not 
yet found the deep happiness which 
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Christ has promised to those who love 
him and seek to serve him. 
JOHN S. McMULLEN. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Christian Doctrine of Grace. 
Oscar Hardman. Macmillan, $2.00. 

Tell Me. By Ellen Wales Walpole. 
Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge. $2.75. 

The Protestant Faith. By George A. 
Crapullo. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 25 cents. 

My Story Book About the Bible. By 
Mabel Niedermeyer. Friendship Press. 
Also: Primary Teacher’s Guide, 35 cents. 

The Questing Spirit. By Halford E. 
Luccock and Frances Brentano. Coward- 
McCann. $5.00. 

An Introduction to Jesus for the Twen- 
tieth Century. By R. W. Stewart. Mac- 
millan. $1.75. : 

Noah’s Ark, New England Yankees and 
the Endless Quest. By Robert Keith Lea- 
vitt. G. & C. Merriam Company. 

Why Church? By Margueritte Harmon 
Bro. Friendship Press. 

Around the World With the Bible. 
Gertrude J. Rinden. Friendship Press. 

Fifty-Three More Sunday Talks to Chil- 
dren. By Joseph A. Schofield, Jr. W. A. 
Wilde Company. $1.50. 

The Willow and the Bridge (Poems and 
Meditations). By Toyohiko Kagawa and 
Franklin Cole. Association Press. 

Youth After Conflict. By Goodwin Wat- 
son. Association Press. $4.00. 

A Crisis in Morningdale. By William Al- 
len Knight. W. A. Wilde Company. $1.00. 

Know Your Bible Better (A 1,000 and 
One Bible Questions and Answers). By 


By 


By 


Frederick Hall. W. A. Wilde Company. 
$1.25. 

Tola. By Anabel Walker. W. A. Wilde 
Company. $2.00. 
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Son of Tomorrow By Earl Reed Sil- 
vers. Westminster Press. $2.50. 
The Sign of the Anchor. By Evelyn C. 


* Nevin. Westminster Press. $2.00. 


Writer’s. Handbook of Basic Journalism 
(Everyday Handbook Series). By Michael 
L. Simmons. Barnes & Noble, Inc. 75 cents. 

Folk Dances for All (Everyday Hand- 
book Series). By Michael Herman. Barnes 
& Noble, Inc. $1.00. 


W'ld Wings. By Joseph James Murray. 
John Knox Press. $2.50. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 


welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 











For the Home... 


Large Crystal Clear 
Type with References. 
No. 452 Genuine 
leather, limp covers, 
$10.00. 

No. 453 Genuine 
leather, overlapping 
covers, Concordance, 
$12.50. 





For the Teacher... 


India Paper Edition. 
Bold Clear Type. A 
Beautiful Gift for 
Teachers and 

No. 254X Genuine 
leather, overlapping 
covers, \ 

No. 251X Genuine 
Morocco, overlapping 
covers, Atlas, $10.00, 





Fine Bibles 
Since 1863 


For the Student... 










No. 123 the ideal stu- 
dent gift Bible. Maps 
and illustrations in full 
color, many special 
helps, page and 
chapter synopsis. Flexi- 
ble, overlapping covers 
of genuine leather, 
$3.75. Red letter edi- 
tion, $4.00, 


The Beloved 
KING JAMES VERSION 


Beautiful thoughts in the style you love so well. 
This authorized version which has been standard 
in church and home for centuries is standard in 
all National Bibles. Look for the National 
imprint on the Bible you buy. It is your guarantee 
of quality throughout. National Bibles are 
priced from $2.00 up. 






Available only at 
your Bookstore. 


BIBLES 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

J. Chester Frist, First church, Tampa, 
Fla., has accepted a call to the Govern- 
ment Street church, Mobile, effective in 
mid-November. 

Homer A. Spencer from Waynesboro, 
Va., to Abasolo 18, Coyoacan, D. F., 
Mexico. 

Harold M. Parker, from Lawson, Mo., 
to Box 164, Fairfax, Mo., where he be- 
comes pastor of the Fairfax Presby- 
terian, USA, church, and stated supply 
of the English Grove, Presbyterian, US, 
church, 

Louis J. Yelanjian from Glendale 
Springs, N. C., to Francisco, N. C. 

F. S. Jones, Leaksville, N. C., who has 
been serving both the Riverview and 
El-Bethel churches is now giving his 
full time to the El-Bethel church. 

J. W. McGinnis, Kannapolis, N. C., 
has accepted a call to become temporary 
supply of the new church in northwest 
Greensboro, N. C., effective November 1. 

Wade H. Harrell, Shelby, Miss., at the 
recent meeting of North Mississippi 
Presbytery, had his pastoral relation- 
ship to the Shelby church dissolved in 
order that he might engage in special 
study at Columbia Seminary. 

C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., Gastonia, 
N. C., was to begin his new work as 
pastor of the Second church, Burlington, 
N. C., November 1. Address: 127 Mark- 
ham St. 

Edouard Pattee, from N. Augusta, 
S. C., to Presbyterian College, Clinton, 
S. C. ; 

W. J. Gipson from the Berean church, 
New Orleans, to Jackson, Miss., where 
he will become pastor of a new Negro 
church established by the presbytery. 

H. B. Wade, Atlanta, has been called 
to the First church, Huntsville, Ala. 

Phillips Noble, McDonough, Ga., has 
been called to the Second church, Green- 
ville, S. C. 

Henry Clay Niles from Livingston, 
Ala., to Harvard Divinity School, Cam- 
bridge, Mass, 








25 YEAR PASTORATE 

B. O. Wood, pastor of the San Angelo, 
Texas, First church since 1922, was re- 
cently the recipient of the honors of his 
city in recognition of his twenty-five 
years in that pastorate. The mayor pro- 
claimed ‘‘B. O. Wood Week’; seven 
civic organizations had Dr. Wood as 
their honor guest; $25,000 was given 
to the church’s building fund; $5,000 
was given to Dr. Wood as a personal 
gift from members of the church, and 
it was all climaxed at a Family Night 
Supper at the church with 350 members 
there. 


RECREATION SPEAKER 
Harold J. Dudley, Wilson, N. C., was 
recently a speaker on the program of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


the National Recreation Congress in 
New York. In his address Dr. Dudley 
summarized a survey which revealed 
that only 15 of 135 American semi- 
naries currently include courses in 
recreation. 


HONORS FROM DENMARK 

Julius V. Moldenhawer, First church, 
New York, recently received the Knight 
Cross of the Order of Dannebrog from 
King Frederick IX of Denmark. The 
presentation was made by Siguard 
Christensen, Consul-General of Den- 
mark in New York in the chapel of Dr. 
Moldenhawer’s church. 


ADDRESS 

Harold C. Smith is incorrectly listed 
in the 1947 General Assembly’s Minutes 
at 1475 North Ave., N. W. His correct 
address is 201 Washington St., S. W., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 
RESIGNED 

Lyle M. Moffett, after 31 years’ serv- 
icc as pastor of the McDowell, Va., 
church, resigned October 1. 
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INAUGURATED 

Paul E. Scherer, widely known 
Lutheran minister and radio preacher, 
was inaugurated as Brown Professor of 
Homiletics at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, at the recent opening 
of that institution. 


DEAN TO PASTOR 

C. Vin White, dean of the theological 
seminary of the University of Dubuque 
(Presbyterian, USA) has resigned his 
position in order to accept a call to the 
First church, Lincoln, Neb., after De- 
cember 1. 
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| PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 

First and second- year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman 2nd Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A S. Degree 
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Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
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